
GOOD 

Direct and straightforward 

Clarity of thought  
and expression 

Cleary communicates your 
intentions 

Looks interesting and 
achievable to disinterested 
judges 

Offers a number of key 
references (not lots of them) 

Demonstrates awareness 
of empirical and 
theoretical context 

Clear, straightforward 
structure 

Mentions earlier work by 
practitioner where 
applicable 

Is realistic in what it says 
can be achieved, bearing in 
mind resources 

Clear sentences 

Standardized paragraphs with 
continuous prose (not minutely 
sectionalized) 

Closely follows format of funding 
body 

Considers ethical  
implications 

Fills a gap ‒ offers  
something new 

CHARACTERISTICS OF A 

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 


